OCT. 28]                            ST SIMON, A.                                  1329

that the heavenly seed fructifies in the hearts of men, and it is God who
raises up and animates with his spirit zealous successors of the apostles,
whom he vouchsafes to make his instruments in this great work. We are
indebted to his gratuitous mercy for the inestimable benefit of this light
of faith. If we correspond not faithfully, with fear and trembling, to so
great a grace, our punishment will be so much the more dreadful.

The following feasts are celebrated on October 27 :

ST ABB AN, Abbot in Ireland, son of Cormac, King of Leinster; trained in the monastery of
Beg-erin, he followed his uncle St Ibar in the religious life and converted a number of idolaters;
ST ELESBAAN, King of Ethiopia, who in all things had no desire but to procure his people's
happiness and the glory of God: ST FRUMENTIUS, Bishop and Confessor, apostle of Ethiopia:
and ST OTTERAN, Bishop, a brother of St Medrain; he died in the middle of the sixth century.

OCTOBER 28
ST SIMON, SURNAMED THE ZEALOT, APOSTLE

[See Tillem. t. i. p. 423 ; also Nicetas Paphlagon. in his Encomium Simonis Zelotse Ap. published
by F. Combens in Auctar. Noviss. Bibl. Patr. t. i. p. 408, and Combefis's remarks on the
Apostles Simon and Jude, t. viii. Bibl. Concionat. p. 290; Jos. Assemani in Calend, Univ.
ad 10 Maij, t. vi. p. 334.]

ST SIMON is surnamed the Canaanean or Canaanite, and the Zealot, to
distinguish him from St Peter, and from St Simeon, the brother of St
James the Less, and his successor in the see of Jerusalem, From the
first of these surnames some have thought that St Simon was born at
Cana, in Galilee: certain modern Greeks pretend that it was at his marriage
that our Lord turned the water into wine. It is not to be doubted but he
was a Galilean. Theodoret says, of the tribe either of Zabulon or Nepthali.
Hammond and Grotius think that St Simon was called the Zealot, before
his coming to Christ, because he was one of that particular sect or party
among the Jews called Zealots, from a singular zeal they possessed for the
honour of God and the purity of religion. A party called Zealots were
famous in the war of the Jews against the Romans. They were main
instruments in instigating the people to shake off the yoke of subjection;
they assassinated many of the nobility and others in the streets, filled the
temple itself with bloodshed and other horrible profanations, and were the
chief cause of the ruin of their country. But no proof is offered by which
it is made to appear that any such party existed in our Saviour's time,
though some then maintained that it was not lawful for a Jew to pay taxes
to the Romans. At least if any then took the name Zealots, they cer-
tainly neither followed the impious conduct nor adopted the false and
inhuman maxims of those mentioned by Josephus in his history of the
Jewish war against the Romans.

St Simon, after his conversion, was zealous for the honour of his
Master, and exact in all the duties of the Christian religion; and showed
a pious Indignation toward those who professed this holy faith with their